


Proposed Graduation Requirements Plan for Class of 2021 and Beyond
Priorities:

· Provide every high school student with the tools and skills required to be college or career ready.

· Ensure future state law and/or state board rule changes regarding requirements for earning a high school diploma are clear and available for implementation beginning with the Class of 2021.

· Urge policymakers/legislators to finalize a long-term graduation/high school diploma requirements plan during the upcoming biennial budget process.  

· Advocate for clearly defined expectations to provide students appropriate clarity regarding what is required for graduation prior to beginning ninth grade; avoid leaving implementation/guidance up to ODE and SBOE to be issued at a later date.

· Improve transparency and communication with parents 

· Simplify the implementation and tracking of graduation requirements.
Course Completion + Competency + Preparation for College or Career = High School Diploma
I.
Course Completion
Students must earn minimum high school course credits (or required credits per local board policy; no change from existing state law);

2.
Competency
Students must demonstrate competency in math and English language arts by scoring “competent” or higher (cut scores to be validated and adopted by SBOE after consultation with the Senate and House Education Committees) on the following two end-of-course exams: 

Algebra I

ELA II

In the event a student does not score “competent” or higher on Algebra I and/or ELA II end-of-course exam(s), student must be offered remedial support (to be determined locally) and must retake respective end-of-course exam at least once.  If a student fails to score “competent” or higher on one or both of the two end-of-course exams after retake, the student may demonstrate competency in math and/or English language arts through the one of the following options:

a. Cumulative GPA Option: 

Earn cumulative ELA (4 credits) GPA of 2.0 or higher; AND

Earn cumulative math (4 credits) GPA of 2.0 or higher.

b. 2-Year Average GPA Option:

Earn average GPA of 2.5 or higher for math course taken and completed in 11th grade year and 12th grade year; AND

Earn average GPA of 2.5 or higher for ELA course take and completed in 11th grade year and 12th grade year.

c. Career Pathways:

Score proficient on required WebXam and complete the required pathway; 

d. AFQT
Score.at a level corresponding to to q high school diploma attainment.
Include modifications to competency component for students with disabilities consistent with existing law and exceptions to state testing requirements for students in accordance with IEPs.

Note:
Schools must administer (and presumably student must take) state required end-of-course exams, the scores of which will still be used for purposes of Report Card measures/components (no change from existing state law).  Each student will also take the ACT/SAT in student’s junior year.  
· The AHQE does recommend reducing the number of state required end-of-course exams from seven (7) to five (5).  
· We recommend eliminating end-of-course exams in English language arts I and Geometry.

3. 
Preparation for College or Career
Students must earn two “diploma seals” from a menu of approved seals (parameters of which should be set by statue/rule with flexibility on limitation at the local level):

· OhioMeansJobs Readiness Seal
· Industry-recognized Credential Seal (earn an industry-recognized credential aligned to in-demand job) 

· College-Ready Seal (score remediation-free on the ACT or SAT)

· Military Enlistment Seal (participate in JROTC and/or enroll in a branch of the military)

· Citizenship or Science Seal (score “competent” on both the American History and American Government end-of-course exams or score “competent” on the Biology end-of-course exam)
· Certified Community Service Seal (certified per locally-developed BOE guidelines)
· Certified Fine and Performing Arts Seal (certified per locally-developed BOE guidelines)
· Certified Student Engagement Seal (certified per locally-developed BOE guidelines)
· Capstone Seal (certified per locally-developed BOE guidelines)
· Honors Diploma Seal

· Seal of Biliteracy
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